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Mr. ADAMS Bpoke as followt) : 

I presame that 1 address the citizena of a place 
claiming to bo the most conservntive city in 
America. By the word " conservative" I mean 
averse to change, and most particularly unwil- 
ling to favor any movement which seems likely 
to unsettle the established ideas and the cus- 
tomary social and political relations which time 
has sanctioned and habit has rendered familiar to 
all. " Conservative." There is much virtue in 
that word. Although coming from a dififerent 
and a more excitable community, I think that I, 
too, may claim to be conservative. T, too, am 
averse to change ; I, too, am very unwilling to 
unsettle anything that is established on good and 
sufficient foundations. I even desire to preserve 
much thai is called old, merely becauEo it is old. 
For that reason, when I am at home I prefer to 
live in an old house, rather than to build a new 
one. Not that I think it the best, or the hand- 
somest, or the most eonvenient;, for in all these 
respects I well know that it is vastly inferior to 
modern constructions, but solely because it is old, 
and because my fathers lived there before me. 
If I cfaooss to put up with the inconveniences of 
small rooms, or narrow windows, or uneven 
floors, for the sake of long habit and pleasant 
association of ideas, I do not koe^ why acy one 
has a right to find fanlt. Eveu if there were no 
other reason whatever, it is enongh that I like 
it, aad do not care to change, to jastify me in 
my choice. To this exteicM: it seessa to me to be 
wise and proper to be conservatives. Ecnce, if I 
api^y this reasoning to matteirs of CiSovemmeot, 
I shonid say that I am perfectly ss&isSed w^th 
tiiQ Unioa and tha Federal GoastltaeiOQ, with 
ezistiog State and city aad other omQiclpal or- 
ganizatioos, esd do not therofore wont to make 
a change. Kay, I would go foirther, aod say that 
I' care not to favor any plan wbicb should appear 
to threaten or to disturb the usefal tenor of their 
operations/ This is what I call souuid, coQS^r- 



vatlve, iiiilional doctrine. I suppose you to ap- 
prove of it with rao, so that to this extent WG 
may be said to bo quite agreed. So far, so good. 

But now suppose wo go a step forward. Let 
U3 uasume that in course of time something 
turns up, that^ if not attended to in season,, 
threetens to make very serious changes for the- 
worse, in the old system to which we are at- 
tached.. Supposing, in my old house, for exam- 
ple, I discover the dry-rot begincing in tho tim- 
bers, or that my foundation is starting a little, or 
perhaps my neighbor is building to shut out my 
light, or he ii setting up a business that affects 
the purity of the air ; supposing that he under- 
takes to keep thousands of bogs in a place SO 
near that I have the stench ic my rooms at all 
times of the day or night. What am I to dO' 
then ? Mast I be conservative here too ? Must 
I make up my mind that J had bettor bear ^ 
this than make any noise about it ? Must I in- 
sist on liking' this change, and calling it exoel-- 
lent, for fear, if I compl&in or resist, that I may- 
make my neighbor cross or violent, and that he- 
may threaten to burn his house down, in order- 
that mine may catch fire and bnrn down too? 
Perhai>3 this might be reckoned the conserratiTa 
course too. B at if that is what you call coafie?* 
vative, I certainly oajinot agree with yow any 
more. j3ere I am no longer conservative; I 
should call such a coarse foily, if not downright 
madness. My^ notioa wottid foe to a«t at oqo9~- 
yes, to remonstcatS) to re^t, and, if absolol^ 
iadispensis^le; to cbai^ altogether. The troe 
conservative polipy in SQoh a cose ia not bq]^-> 
misgion, bat re/om— something that will testis 
to me the adTantag^ of my old way of' Wi \. 
something that wiU prereat me Boilerio^ % & 
most onpleasant change. 

Feilow' citizens,' if- 1 noi7 apply t^e sante seit 
of reasoning to. the {ffeseat condition of enr po^ 
litical aSrairsi.yoa will see at once, where ! am 
coming out. The time has arrived for to look 



carcfuiJv into Uie condition of our Federal Gov- tent.. There muBt not only bo capacity in the 
orniucDi. If we biwo niixson to Huepcct thut n t^RcntB, but tlitro inuat also be corresponding 
eort of drv-rot iy creeping into the timbors/aiiii "etfcngui in the popular confidence to dustaia 
a niprnl .ittndi is spreading no as to infect the tliem. Wo all of U3 very well know tbat a ainglo 
air wt hrcaihe, Uicn the question ariRce, whether plan, jjet him bo ever so well fitted for the task, 
it be constrvaiive to let It go on irithotit any could of himself do nothing. He must have 
bindnit^c or idtcmpt at prevention, or whether eupport and co-operation on the nart of others, 
it bo t:oi the leally wise course to sot about ft And just in the proportion that tliese others aro 
plan of p'.f vtntion, co that we may continue to strong enough and numerous enough to consti- 
^njoy life as we Lavc done. In other word?, our tale what, is called popular opinion, will be the 
duly is now reform. We must bo up, and abate probability of oat.ablishing somo system that may 
the nuisance. We must look sharply into the be useful and permanent. To expect of a email 
cauHOi vi ae inuk'i the trouble, aud,-if pos-'iible, party organization, even supposing that acci- 
pui :iu cuif '0 thorn before matters grow any dent should make it possible to try, that it should 
"wor.-c. Not a moment hi to be lost. If wo act succeed in e.^euting any distinctive pojioy of its 
at ali, v;." must act now, right off, without an own, would be unreaff&nable, if not positively 
insiaiii.'s delay, absurd. Such a serious thing as leform cannot 

la tLore r.nv'ooJ.v hero that denies the fact that bo confined withiu the circle of the Executive 
some action is indispensable? I know of no- department. 

•body, unit » it be the oftice-holders, and their The spirit that animates it must be spread 
frier.-is .ill over !^ o country, who consider them- among the people at large, and among their rep- 
eelvca I'nsr/ualiy benetited by keeping tbinge aa resontatJvea everywhere. Especially must it 
they are. With this exception, whatever else predominate in both branches of the Logisla- 
■we di:l'<:r riV.out, all, at least in the free State.-?, turo. We ull know that everything like the cut- 
and very rr.any iu the slave States, agree in this ting off of abuses must meet with logged and 
point. Di.-satiifaciioa with the existing admin- steady opposition from those classes the most 
istration of the General Government is general, subject to be affected by it. They will set heaven 
if not universfil. Look for a moment at the va- and earth in motion to resist the movement from 
rioua poliiival organizations that have sprung step to step. They will resort to the thousand 
np in this canvass for the Presidency. All but and one expedients to raise jealousies and dis» 
-one of the four, and that one apparently com- semiuate distrust, -which are found go effectual 
posed of eiJke-hoMers, insist upon reform. At in bringing to nought the best-conceived enter- 
ieast two-thirds of what was lately the Demo- prisos. In order to overbear all this resistance, 
cratic party irn the free States are as loud-mouth- and make it of no effect, there is a necessity for 
ed about this as any one. They declare their a united and'compact association of the common 
want of confidence in Mr. BuiiJianan and his ad- strength. Men must be combined into a politi- 
herent?, and their conviction of a necessity for cal party, acting together for the securing of 
reform— that is, a thorough change of men and common objects. They must understp.nd and 
measures. The friends of Mr. Bell — in other have confidence in one another. They must have 
•words, the xemains of "the old Whig party — say a head to devise as well as hands to execute and 
just the same ; and the Republicans are more multitudes to confirm. Without the presence of 
emphatic than either on that point. There has all these elements, no real movement under a 
not been so mucK: unanimity of sentiment on popular form of government is likely to termi- 
•any one subject in'politica for thirty years, since nate in good. Without harmony and union of 
•ithe time of the second election of James Mon- numbers, there can be no satisfying popular 
joe. It stands to reeson, then, that there mu/*t opinion. Hence the inexpediency at all times 
"be very strong grounds for such a dingular re- of inaugurating any kind of novel policy in a 
suit. This universal conviction among persona Government where there ia not a large array of 
aot in agreement about anything else, goea to people prepared to accept and to maintain it. 
prove that not only are there great abueea in the Now, let me ask of you, if you ?eaUy believe 
Goverament, but that there is an absolute ne-; such a reform neceasary at this time, where will 
oessity for immediate measures of correction, you look for the requiaite agency to execute it? 
This, then, is not a time for folding our bands, You must find some popular organization or 
or Btaading aside, and calling it coDsenratism. other to act with, or you will do nothing at all. 
-No. In this case, true coQaervatism ia change.. You have got to select your instruments; you 
' It is reform. It in tlxe riestoration of the old, by have got to elevate your candidates for high 
•catiiDg out without hesitation the material that place in the Government, .before you can begin 
lis rotton or diseased, and patting in its place .to hope to do any good. Who shall they, be? 
Tffhat ia sound and new. That is the qoestioa. In order to arrive at some 

iHavbg settled this among oorselves, having coaclaeion, let us consider what state of things 
agreed that our present daty is reform, the next it is that we have before us. 
eubject to consider is the best end most practi- I have. already alluded to the fact that we 
. Qablo Tvay to get at* it. And here it is necessary have foar distinct forms of popular organization 
to remind yoa that no reform can be really ef- in the present canvass for the Presidency. You 
Jective. vyhich is not carried into ezectltion by all know them well enough to save me the need 
-^gorocs and capable bands. V It will not do to of much explanation. There is the party sup- 
toast the operattoa to the feeble or the iacompe- porting Mr. Breckinridge, and that supporting 



Mr. DouRlas. Those nro the frngmcntG of tho 
fortflor Domotrrttic party, bnt nciw oppOBinp onch 
other Vihh more Tehemonco tli n they do tliclr 
old ftflvcrsnrics. Then thoro is the party of Mr. 
Bell, composed, aa I oaid before, nlmoct oxcJn- 
Bivoly of old WhigB. And, lastly, there io tho 
Republican party, which prcBcr.tu Mr. Abrnham 
Lincoln. 

■ One thing is here worthy of notice ; nnd that 
is, tbnt it ij unlverBnlly acknowledged to be true, 
that biit one of these four partieg stands tho 
smallest chan(io»of Buccesa in electing its cnndi- 
dftto by the popular voice. Tho very best that 
the three others can hope for ia to gain electoral 
votes enough to defeat nny choice at all. By 
this mcnna, as you all know, the election of a 
President would be transferred by the Constitu- 
tion to the House of Representatives.' Here it 
is well known that one out of the four must bo 
fihut out. The Constitution confines the solec- 
tion between those three having the highest 
number of votes. And at the proper time the 
House must proceed to elect one out' of three. 
Of these three, nobody doubts that Mr, Lincoln 
would be one. But who the two others may be, 
I think nobody at this moment is ready to pre- 
dict with confidence. The prevailing opinion 
now is, that it would be Messrs. Dreckinridg^ 
and Bell, atid that Mr. Douglas would bo shut 
out. 

Let UB, for the sake of argument, suppose that 
this 13 BO, and that the candidates are Messrs. 
Lincoln, Breckinridge, and Bell. Which of these 
would ypa select, with any hope of executing 
your project of necessary reform ? 

Very certainly it would not be Mr, Breckin- 
ridge. For he is the only one of all the candidates 
who ia wholly against reform. He ihinka things 
well enough as they stand. He is supported by 
all the .office-holders, under whom the abuses 
complained of have been tolerated. He is the 
candidate of Mr. Buchanan, who has not deemed 
it unbecoming the dignity of his office to come 
forward and advocate the election of his buc- 
ceesor, j,Of coarse, if you vote for Mr, Breckin- 
ridge, you vote in efifect to approve the policy of 
the very Administration which it is so univer- 
sallj deemed indispensable to condemn. Of 
course, then, if yoo are honestly a reformer, Mr. 
Breckinridge cannot be your choice. 

Very certainly you would not select Mr, Bell. 
For though his will might be good enough to 
execute a reform, it is Tery plain that the basis 
of his popiilar eapport woi^d not be in any way 
commeosurate with its successfal execatioa. We 
all, know the precise extent of the co-operating 
power on which he could rely in the Legislative 
department aa at present conetitutsd. We all 
know that in the Senate he would have just two 
friend's out of the sixty-siz members, ^nd one of 
these he is certain to lose next year ; and in the 
House he might get as masy as twenty-four out 
of two hundred and thirty Representatives. Now 
I ask you, as men of sensS, what sort of an Ad- 
ministration. would you be likely to have, bo far 
as any certainty, of a defimte policyof ieform is 
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concerned, with such a basis of po;iu)ar confi- 
d(5«co as io shown here ? ' • l 

But let uo change tho progrnniuH ncnin, linj 
suppose Mr. Bell to be the candidate fhul ont of 
the H6uB0 by the Conaiitution, and Mr. Dout^las 
tocorao in in his place as om. of the tlirec higU- 
eot candidates. Is Mr. Douglas any in'jre prom- 
ising agent of reform ? Not a bit, 'In the .Sen- 
ate of tho United Stnihs ho Ims hM a eingl©. 
friend, and ho is certain to lose hivn tioxt yoar ; 
whilst in tho House the number of bis friendU' 
can scarcely be said to exceed twenty. It would 
seem, then, that, so far as effective nsBislance in> 
the great work ia concerned, then; is Hck' to 
choose between these two. Each ol tbera ia 
eqdially powerless in controlliug the means of 
executing his designs.' - 

Then, again, you should c^ill to mind th'.' cir- 
cumstances under which the c]<;;tion of c-ither 
of these candidates would be ninde. He mtjst 
bo chosen in the House of Reprcsentntivee. That 
is to say, you will, with your eye? open, pot? 
either Mr. Boll or<Mr. Douglas into that body, to 
take his chance against Mr. Lincoln. In ovber 
words, yon will set one candidate for reform 
against another, with no expectation of electing^ 
your friend, excepting by the aid of the adhe- 
rents of Mr, Breckinridere, who .ire known to be- 
totally opposed to reform. I shall not now en- 
largo upon the d.angers to which the couatry- 
will be exposed by the process of an election in. 
tho House, nor upon the opening it would make: 
to all sorts of intrigue, and to corruption, overs 
worse than any that we are trying to break ■ap,- 
The time has been when many Of the worthy and 
respectable citizens who seem now to look with 
complacency upon the possibility of squeezing- 
Mr. Ball into such a scene, were among the loud- 
est to deprecate the happening of any sufb con-- 
tingency, and to exhort their fellow-citizens not 
to ibrow away their votes, which could elect a 
good eandidate, in the wild expectation of help^ 
ing tho cause of some third person who couldf 
not be chosen. 

I remember that was the talk in 1844, when 
we were many of us engaged in tbe advocacy 
of Henry Clay ajgainst Mr. Jsmes K. Polk. I re- 
member that at thai time I did wJjat I could, 
within the range of my feeble powers, to pre- 
sent that doctrine to the minds of tbosc who- 
were leaning to the support of a- third candidate^ 
I remember, also, that many of them persevered 
in their' policy ; and that through their action 
Mr. Clay was defeated, and Mr. Polk was finally- 
elected. And the issue of that election, and its- 
effect upon the sabsequent policy of the coun- 
try, we all know. Just so it maj again be now^ 
supposing any friends of reform to vote for J£r. 
Bell or for Mr; Douglas, well knowing that the 
eleotionof eitherof them by the people is utterly 
out of th© question, but hoping that by some- 
sort of legerdemain, by hook or by crook, if the- 
election can bo defeated before the pbople, and 
they can go intO' the House of Reprt'sentatives, 
one OP the other of them will succeed there* 

Hoff 18 h6 to do it, excepting through the vote© 
of: &8' Admlal8tratioii>;- States, friends of Mr,. 



Brockinridgo ? floroly the JRopubUomno wlH not 
abandon their stronf; ground. It would bo, un- 
roftooattblo to expect bo largo n party 4o raovo n 
foot from tho ponition thoy oocupj ,«B tli<? |truo 
fricnda of roform. To trndo, or to btirter, or to 
Uigglt) for votcB, ftt the expenso of thoir princi- 
plcB, would "fit onco .ohattor tho confidonco in 
thoir honcEty, which is thoir only solid bnaia of 
anpport. Bat if thero can bo littlo hopo in that 
qnftrter, then tboBo rflformcra muet go to thoir 
opponftiits, to tb030 vrljo uphold tho proaent Ad- 
minietnxiion, to those who have been giving 
Gonnttnflnco to, if thoy bavo not tbcmsolvea 
been aclirely engaged in, tho very abuses which 
it m tho object of all honest men to correct. Ot 
courao, it follows tha*, any combination uiado 
with these persons tJiat will secure the election 
of eituer of tho candidates can only bo made by 
a surrender, or at least a compromiae, of tho 
hoatilitj which should animate thera against tho 
oommisBior> of wrong by them. Need I add, 
ithat an election alone would not bo enough ? It 
"would be absolutely indispensable to a pereon 
-Qboson, to httTe some basis broad enough to rest 
bis Administration npon. That basis must bo 
made of those who rote for him. It will then 
happen that the very class of people who are 
now held responsible for iheir misdeeds must 
bo continued in office, to contend with a Repub- 
lican opposition not disposed to qualify, or com- 
promiiQ, or tolerato the wrong-doers. In other 
words, there woald be no change, no reform at 
all, and the work would yet remain to be done 
M some future election. 

If I have made myself understood, then I 
thtok you will see that the only way by which 
we can hope to gain a real good in the election 
ia by effecting a choice by the popular vote in 
the iirat instance. And this can only he .done 
by uniting heartily in the support of Abrahani 
Lincoln. We all know that this uaovass differs 
ia its nature from any preceding one for twenty- 
five years past. We all know that if Abraham 
Lincoln be not elected by the people, tker^o is no 
probability that anybody else will.be. It is for 
OS to determine whether be flhall bo President 
by oar votes, or whether somebody else-whom 
• we may not desire shall have a chance to wriggle 
through the Hoase of Bepresegtatives. This is 
the truo question ; and if you are really the 
friendi of reform which you profess to be, the 
only way open to your success is through the 
elevation of Abraham Lincoln and' of his friends, 
who, with your aid, are numerous enoughiand, 
determined enough to carry theiB point, in tho 
face of all the resistance that can bO combined 
into opposition.* , .1 ■ : 

But, independently of all coaaidetations >coa-: 
Bootad with the practicability of execuUng any' 
movement of reform whatever, there ia another' 
a^d more potent reason why the selection, of 
Abraham Lincoln as the agent i3< absolutely an; 
imperative duty. A reform; to hfi ic ; any- way. 
beneficial, mast be soarchiag. aod thorough. It. 
jstmb go down to the : very root of tberjnattftr. 
jSfOjisr, however nja.cls . the . pjcofetolons majt bia. 
-sooiided abroad &om the other parties, there are 



roaoona c^nucotod witb tUo uaturo of tho'r poai- 
tion and allinncos which render it hardly rea- 
sonablo to MPtiolpato from thom any- vo«7 onor- 
goiio oflbrt to probe tho obnsoD of tho present 
Gcvcrnraont to tho core. It is tbo Republican 
party olono which dcclaroo its wish to nxpo^o 
tho influence which tho advocates of slavery tx.' 
ert in introducing and porpotuatingtheao abuses 
in tho General Government. It ia here that tho 
real troublo Is to bo found. If any o," you bavo 
a doubt of this, let him look at^ho ovidonco in 
tho Oovodo investigation, article LocomptoUr 
Then he will see what slavery* has to do with 
corruption. Evorythiug olee is merely super- 
ficial. Tho true ovil is to bo found in tho fact 
that tbo slavoholding interest has been driven 
to the expedient of attempting to bribe tho peo- 
ple of the free States with their own money, in 
order to maintain itself in tho control of tho 
Government. That is the solemn truth, and tho 
history of the Lccompton struggle proves it be- 
yond contradiction. 

And here I must atop to say a few words about 
this matter of slavery. I know very woll that in 
this city there are a great many people who dis- 
like to meddle with it, and who honestly believe 
that if all of us would only consent to atop talk- 
ing about it, and to shut our eyes so as not to 
see it, then the country would be perfectly hap- 
py. To all such persons I have only to say this 
in answer: Thero are some things which men 
<^n do, and it is right and proper in all such 
cases for them to try. Success will, perhaps, 
compensate for the exertion. But whenever they 
undertake to control a power that is entirely- 
beyond their reach, then they are wasting both 
their time and pains. They may as well give it 
up first as last. For anybody to insist that an 
evil does not exist, when everybody knows that 
it does, is pure folly. If my neighbor's house is 
burning, and the flames are already throwiag 
their red glare into my windows, oiF what ase ist ' 
it to me to shut my eyes and say there is no fire? 
Will that save my house ? If a heavy flood is 
covering the roofs of the smaller tekemonts 
around mine, and is rapidly rising to my third 
story, how will it benefit me to keep my eyes- 
fixed straight up in the eky, and say that there 
ia DO rain?' Will such a cOnrse stay the water? 
For my part, I consider it proof of great feeble- 
ness of character to insist upon ignoring ihe 
pressure of . an evil, because it is unpleasant to 
be forced to think of a remedy ; to suffer it to • 
grow without molestation, because; any attempt 
to check it may be attended with diffitsnUyi. It - 
hjis been very clear to my eyes fibr many ycarB, ; 
that this sUltject of slavery in America has ^of : 
be met by the . people of the United States sooner 
or iatar — that there is so way to escape its baoei^' 
ful inSoisQce — and that tho only thing left far:as 
is ta; take right hold of it, examine it oalmlyj 
quiedy^ in aTBtatesmaniike manner, to £x its re-^ 
lotioQB to the' gorenunent of the country at the 
minimsm rate of; its/ disturbing.force,' and thei9> 
tft.keep.it fi>r the future forever.. I do: not he^.' 
\wm in the wisdom of .£hB policy thai has been 
adopted along back, which is, to let it have its 
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fuM owiog, undor itbo preitopco Umt it ia tho 
aofoofc plan to loi it ontiroly aiono. I do not bc- 
li«vo that it ia right to .pretend that it dora not 
gftin atroDgth in tho Federal Qorornmout, trhoa 
ws SCO with oar oyco how complotolj tho Senate, 
tho ProBidont, nnd the Snprcmo Court, ixro con- 
trolled by it, I do pot, boliovo in tho propriety 
of holding still about tJilO Attempt to saddle upon 
uo a wicked policy, beoftuao, if we do not, wo 
may run the risk of driving tho alavcholding 
Staitca <:o desperate and suicidal extremes. 

My notion may bo wrong, but I hold it from 
conviction, that the way to deal with this wattor 
iB in xxo respect diiForent from that which coD:);S^on 
aenao teaches us to deal with every other critical 
qnfidtion in life. That ia, to.Qxamino it patiently, 
firmly, boldly, and, after a full t>,nd aatisfactory 
inreatigation of its political bearings, and of the 
bad oifecta it^tooy produce to us, oa & nation, to 
adopt and to execute a plan of counteraction, in 
no bad spirit, but purely to a are the whole 
country from being nnneceaaarily and injuriously 
affected by that, a thing which ought to bo 
strictly confined within the limits, in which it 
Actually exists. In my mind, this is or ought to 
be always known as a Government favorable to 
human freedom ; and so far as any influence or 
any exertion that I may be able to use ia coa- 
■corned, however feeble that is, it will remain 
auch. And whenever the institution of slavery 
appears to me to be endeavoring to uadermuie 
tb© policy of the Government, bo as to turn it 
against freedom and for slavery, I shall take a 
•citizen's liberty to speak ont about it, just the 
same as I should about any olh^r doctrine or 
policy that I bold to be mischievous. or danger- 
OU0 to the public good.: 

Now, let me go back a momont'to where I was 
y)boa I first touched this matter of slavery. I 
VTflfl saying, that no reform could be at all 
thorough in thd General Government which did 
rust begin by changixig the spirit in which it was 
administered, in connection with this particular 
interest. Nobody who ia not willing to blind his 
«yes and to dose bis laars to what has been 
going on daring the Ja&t ^igbt years can fail to 
understand the use that has been made of the 
Federal authority to the maintenance andvesten- 
sion of the slave power in that time. We all 
know well enough how the last Administration 
acted after the repeal of the Missouri .compr0>. 
mise, in favoring the various desperate attempts 
to force a slaveholding Government upon the 
fr»e Territory of Kotnaas. These fecta Jiave gone 
iato history, and are beyond the. possibility of 
contradiction. So we «ILknow bow assiduously 
the present Administration continued and en- 
larged that poIioy"by the abase, of its influence 
over members .dongress from the free . States 
bSL tho case of the Lecompton Constitution and 
tbe Bngiisb bill, ae well fts by its indefatigable 
•«xertiond to palm ofif ^tbe '^xtra-judicial opinions 
ol^alaveholding benChiiOf Jftdgea of the Supreme 
"OaSat in- the Dred Scott case, upon the people of; 
tbe.^na^,-:as jibing' ^sUthlilhed and recogoised 
lasf. - We.a^i reSLBmbeElhiii,. . >. ' • , 

We all feel the use that has been made of the 



ExBcntivo ai;tUority in thooo qaooa, to dlsoourago , 
tho doctrines of liberty, ond to extend the influ- 
oqpe of olavnry. Now, I maintain thAt tbla onrt 
of »s(ion ohonld bo all of it roformed by tbo 
voice of t^o people. It is all wrong from tbO;; 
beginning, and it. ought to bo made right. Uafc: 
nobody will bo likely really to make it right, un- , 
leas it be Abrah^vm Lincoln and hi/i friondfl ^n 
tho Republican party. Mr. Bell certainly will 
not; and Mr. Pouglos, if tve aro to judge by lito 
submission to tuko Any ali»vehplding doci'oo .that 
the same Jndges may hereafter, make, and on 
ultra slaveholding candidate for. Vice Prcoidont 
on hia back in Advance, will not be likely to got 
very. far. There is, then, no other .choice for tho 
true believers in reform. All eflbrta made in 
any othor dircotion will bo in a groat meoauro 
wasted. If you honestly mean to reatoro free- 
dom OS the rule of action for a Government pro- 
fosaing to be fonndod on the prinoiplca of tbo 
Declaration of Indepoudence, Llbcoln ia your 
man. 

Even in jthe secondary light of money tranaac- 
tions, let us now see tne connection which ala- 
very has had in fostering (>fae corrupt practices 
of the present Government. I do not know 
whether you haye yet been made fully owate of . 
the fact, which appeoxs tolerably well established 
by the testimony given before the Covode In- 
vestigating Oomuultee cr Congress, that the 
people's ptoney—yes, your money and.my money,. . 
which we give exclusively for the purpose of pay- 
ing the ordinary expenses of the Federal sjatem-— 
has been constantly and porseveringly directed 
into particular channels called contracts, by means 
of which, suoh great profits have been given to 
particular persona, us to enable. Jthem to devote 
large sums to the object of suatAining presses,- 
and securing the election to Congress of Repre- 
sentatives in. the free States xyho will juatity and; 
defend any and. everything which the alavehold- 
ing party may require. Nay, even more than, 
this. Your money an4 my money has been used 
without. scruple to sow the seeds of division and . 
discord among ourselves to such a df^gree^ that r 
even though a large.majoriiy may.desire to effect: 
some naeful and permanent reform, wb shall be : 
sure to fail in doing anything at all, because WO 
do not agree in our choice of the agente through 
whom to execute it. This was the policy of 1856, 
wien the friendaof Mr. Fillmore, in their in- 
nocent simplicity, were led directly iajto the Dem- 
ocratic trap, baited with $he principles of Native i 
Ainericanism. The divisions then fostered in this 
very city and county ofr^iiladelphia Wfts the Tdf^l , 
cause of the failure ;at that jolection of the mo.ve-r 
inentfor reform, and of the <ontinua!}L<:e .-Qf , the 
corrupt practices which have been since. sxposed. . 
But although:theevide|ice of this truth is suffi- 
ciently . displayed^ the same . agencies :are. once 
more.at wprk, ia the.hope of o»ce morie .effect- . 
ing the .same, object. In the free iStates at leaflt, 
the n^oi&vS Mr.J^eUiB.hf>H:fott,hij^ 
purpoee of dmaipn and.the cpntiasSf^tioa Qf She 
corrjjptiog ola^^eholdiog supremt«cy;injthe. Gen- : 
eral Gov^ruroent. : Ajnd hostile aa t^iS pwe au- , 
thority has shown itself to the success of Mr.' 
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Pouglns, it IB not avcreo lo the uso of auch power 
fto ho may ftcqairo in tbo free Stfttoo, by o/vtch- 
ing' votes under ft BCparRto orgnniealion and'for 
adolaoivo dootrino, to the pnd of divldin;;? and 
woftkcnling and dcBtroylng tho itaoveracnt for re- 
form. ' JJivide tt ir,i/>cra Wft8 ft mnxira of nmti- 
li^>tia leaders thouBanda of yoara ngo. • DiYido 
and rtilc' bt/' (Imdiny your opponents is tho Jn- 
Btinct'iro lesson of n great political nosociattdn 
noir. 

P<?llow bltiKcns, I ocldreES you in the wordo 
of Ciid and BoriouB cobcrneBs, Triihoiil exnggora- 
tion, and without on attempt to appeal to ybnr 
pflBBionB. Aro yon soriouBly and truly diecon* 
touted Wlh tho courao of the present ruling power 
at Washington? Do you bcllcvo that It has 
cqnandorod your money, abused your power, and 
perverted your principle!?, for tho Bnke of flua- 
taining a policy which your conscience and your 
redSOD unite in pronouncing to bo wholly unjusti- 
fiable ? Do yon entertain a hdpo that Gomcibing 
moy be done to rc-scno tho deputation of the 
country, now notoriously discredited in the eyes 
of the world by tbo mortifying diBclosures of tbe 
last' f'iw years ? Do you really believe in tho 
truth of tho declarations made by your ancestors, 
that there is such a thing as human liberty, too 
sacred to be touched by any tyrannical hand ; 
that there is Euch a thing as Gorernment in- 
tended to protect human rights, and not to de- 
stroy them; that there ie such a tbitag as lore, 
the expofflent of benevolence in constrtiing the 
priviiegeu of mankind } that, in fine, there is such 
a thing as downright, independent honesty, with- 
out which no forms of authority can bo anything 
but a mockery ? I aay. fellow citizens, do you 
believe in all these things ? Then the hour for 
yon to be np and doing is noir. The way is 
open. Unite with tbo only association of men 
who have it in' their <^ power, and who likewise 
d^ire toelfect yonf object. Declare for tho par- 
ty ' of reform, " The honest men of America 
constitute an immense -majority of the popnla> 
ucn. The only thing needed at this time is that 
they EhoQld nnite to dictate e policy, and to 
name the men to execute it/ and the honor of 
the country may yet be redeemed; We may 
again be what we once were, proud of the work 
of our hands, because it is good. 

Fellow citizens, I come not here before you to 
praise particalar men, or to censure others. I 
never was; in my youth, a hero- worshipper, nei-' 
ther do I feel disposed to become so at my pres- 
ent time of life. My preference is rather to ana- 
lyze the principles that move the action of great 
political combinations of men, than to dwell upon 
the merits or demerits of ebgle individuals. Tet 
I cannot forget the importance of selecting sait" 
able agents to carry out even tke best purposes. 
I acknowledge the necessity of explaining the 
;eason0 for my confidence in the candidates I 
support, as we'll as for my faith in the principies 
I -profess. With Mr. Lincoln I have never bad 
the opporthoity- of a personal acqnaintaace. I 
cannot, tbmfore, speak of him from knowledge. 
But I bavs takesa some {t&iss to inform aiyeelf, 
by readicg hid ptibli8be<l speeches, cmd by inqni- 



ry from pereons who have means of knovrinir him 
familiarly. And the result of my reUcctiona is 
this. I think that bin dtscuseion in 185B, with 
Mr. Douglas, shows bim to advontngo as a better 
logician and a sounder statesman, whilst ho is 
incomparably superior in ono groat provinco of 
political duty--I mean in tracing tbo connection . 
between tho higher law of pure morality with 
tho obligtitions of public llfo. From tho charac- 
'iCL- of his argument, I sbonld infer that ho was a 
man of ability— and still moro, that ho was ft 
man of integrity. Whatever else there may bo 
in a party of reform, ouo thing wo muet have, 
and that is an honest man, an incorruptible man, 
an itflHependeut man. Such a man tbo testimony 
of all my witnosaes unites in representing him to 
be. That is tho roan for tho present emergency. 
1 believe that we may safely trust him. 

But lot the intentions of tho person for whom 
wo vote bo what they may, it should bo recol- 
looted that hie ability tooxecnto them mnst, after 
all, de!>end upon the degree in which ho is sup- 
ported by the popular view. I do not conceal 
from myself that, if elected, Mr. Lincoln is des- 
tined, in all probability, to serious trials of his 
firmness as well as of his energies. Whatever 
these may be, his best action will gain prodi- ■ 
giouely in force from the knowledge that be en- 
ters upon hia duties the representative of an 
overwhelming mass of public sentiment. Espe- 
cially is this esseniial because from the necessi- 
ty of the case he must, at first at least, look for 
bis support mainly in the free States of the 
Union. We all know that there exists in the 
Elaveholding States a species of despoti&m which 
renders even the expression of an opinion ad- 
verse to its enpremany somewhat dangerous.' 
And this despotism undertakes to deny the right 
of any one there to advocate or support Mr. Lin- 
coln. The proper remedy for this is time for the 
development of his policy. Resting upon the 
broad basis of the confidence of a very large 
number of the voting population, this space of" 
time can be afbrded to bim ; and opportunity 
will be given to show that, bowe^ er thorough 
the reform, it will be ijffected by legitimate 
means, and only for legitimate ends. > 

Having no right to complain, the resistance of 
the violent men in the slaveholding States will' 
lose its popular force, and the treats of secession' 
and disunion will do iajary only to tho^e who- 
make them. This process of menace has been 
carried on so incessantly for years back, to de- 
ter ns from doing our plain doty to the country 
and ourselves, that I, for one, am tboronghly- 
tired of it. I do not believe it will be sustained 
by'tbe sober and sound sense of the quiet citi«- 
zens of the South. We have humored and in- 
dulf ?d it so long, and given way bo constantly,, 
to the sacrifice of our own convictions of right,, 
witiiont producing the smallest effect in putting^ 
a stop to it, that it seema to me expedient nov 
to try the other way for ohee. Let us do rights 
Let us insist upon reform io the policy of tbe^' 
General Goveraipen* exclusively wiUiin • thtM 
ephere^in which we have themo3t'Snqaeeti«sti>».' 
ble privilege to exercise the aatiiotity ve^ed-in. 



ft conatilutional mftjority of the people, ond tbeu prcpamo that bio Adminialrntion will be oimply 

lot U3 SCO who will be oo^nnronconnbio ns to an ax-grnvated fom of tho prcaont ono^ Wo hivro 

call our action into quootion by f\ resort to 6ui- aright to prcoume that tho cardinal principlo 

cidal tiicnsurcs. It in anid to bo a custom w^ith of it will bu tho porpctuntion, tho prot«ction, and 

f,ho Japanese, that -when a man imafinca him- tho extension of slavery — tho fortification of tho 

oolf to hare been nflroniod by another, ho does political doctrineo proclaimed in tho Supromo 

not call that other to acconnt, but straightway Uourt by the decision on Drcd Scott ; and I do 

proceeds to rip np hia own bowels, and thu3 put not hesitate to dfclaro it, aa my own opiuioio, 

an end to bimsclf. So it may bo, indeed, with that nn early mcaauro will be tho retraction of 

tho pood people of tho slave Statcfl. They may the old policy of the country on tho abolition of 

choose to kill themselves purely to Bpite us. But tho slave trade. All this I say is unavoidable, 

I do not believe it; I have too good an opinion whatever may bo tho personal fcolinga of Mr. 

of ihoir common Bonse. They are impulsive, it Breckinridgu, if he succeeds as tho candidate of 

is true, but they are by no means idiots. They tho extreme party of the slaveholders. He must 

bavo demagogues, who go about talking non- go with his friend?, or ho can do nothing. Ho 

flense merely to cxcito meu's passions, as well as must be the exponent of extreme opinions, or ho 

wo. But Jthe groat body of the citizens I believe will be at the ujercy of his opponents, and hia 

to be perfectly sound j and if onco convinced that Administration will come to an end as lamentable 

the miijority seek only to reinstate in the Gov- os the present one has done, la the mean time, 

ernment the very same principles upon which it tho country wih gain i!0 respite from the ngita- 

was oripiijally started, under the direction of tion which has so long disturbed it. For you 

George Washington, they will disavow all trea- may rest assured, that so long as the old prinoi- 

HOD.iblo counsels, and consent to share in tho pies of human liberty are not recognfsed as the 

bUssfcgs which, under our happy system, oU rule of action in the General Government, just 

parts of this mflp:nificent country equally enjoy, so locg will there bo an Opposition that will 

It remains, then, to be seen, whether the bon- leave nothing undone within its legitimate sphere 

est and independent voters of the United States to efi'ect a peaceful and permanent eBtablishment 

are so far convinced of the responsibility press- of its policy. With this power, victory is only a 

ing upon them at thia crisis as to unite together question cf time. 

to reform the Government, and to give stability As to the scheme of presenting Mr. Bell, with 

to a liberal administration. The question is be- the idea of reinstituting the old Whig noiiuns, I 

tween order and system, as prefigured by the must be permitted to say that I regard it oa al- 

elevation of Lincoln, and intrigue, confusion, most exclusively designed in the free States to 

weakness, and discord, among a batch of com- maintain and uphold the czisting authority ia 

petir.g candidates, not one of whom has the con- the Federal Government. It is aimed as a blow 

iidenceof any large portion of the people. Choose at the Republican movement, by dividing the 

ye, then, under which banner you will enlist, sentiment which ought to animate the free States, 

€en I permit myself to doubt which it will be? The proof of this is found in the way that it has 

If I did, I should be insulting your understand- been tolerated by the friends of the other can- 

ict not less than denying your patriotism, didates opposed to Mr. Lincoln. They all un- 

Lel us suppose for a moment that Mr. Breck- derstand the fatuity of the idea of restoring a 

inridge could be elected. Hew are you going to defunct party. As well might you undertake to 

gain by that? Mr. Breckinridge is tha candidate push back the current of the Mississippi! Aa 

of the extreme wing of the slaveholding, seces- well might you pretend that you would place a 

eion, disunion people in the Southern States : the statue on the eternally-frozen apex of Chirobo- 

eame men who threatened last winter that they razo ! No man, with the smallest conception of 

wou-ld prevent a Speaker from being elected by what belongs to the character of a statesman, 

a plurality, even though they knew that success will presume to affirm that that can have b^ea 

in such a plan might bring on a dissolution cf a nomination made in good faith, whicfajs made 

the Government ; the same men who talked the without any regard to the questioDS that really 

rankest treasonable talk all the season about agitate the nation, and which is based upon prib- 

wbat they would do if the l eople of these States ciplea that not a bandfull of men can be found 

Bhould elect ceftain persons to the Presidency in America to dispute. If Mr. Bell could by any 

whom, they did not like. I am very well aware possibility be elected, the first thing be would 

of tha fact that Mr. Breckinridge timself hais have to do would be to take bis -side on present 

disavowed all sympathy with such doctrines, by questions between the two, and the only two, 

the earcestaess with which fcs has reiterated his parties really based upon existing conflicts of 

devotion to the Union, But it is always wel! in opinion. Without the co-operation of members 

similar cases to extend our view a little beyond of one or the other of these two parties, he could 

the mere incident of the election. We ar? bound not carry on the Government a week. We a!i 

to bear in mind, when we vote for a candidate, knovr that, who know anything of the practical 

tha precise position in which he may be placed operation of our syst«m. The President of the 

after be ia chosen — who are his friends and ad- United States, aa the head of a great party, ia a 

viaers, and what his policy will be. Obviously very powerful officer. But if without opinions 

Mr, Breckinridge can find these only in the quar- and without men to support a policy, he is no 

ter from which he will have been sustained be- heavier than a feather blown about by every 

fore he ia choaen. We have then a right to wirfd. The attempt, then, to present him to tha 



coantry no a cnndidftlo without diotinctivo prin- though tho latter Cftmo clothed ia lill the Bolonii" 

olploo Oh tfao Itmttca of the day, id- olthox modo nlty of o, Inyr of ito ovra, making. If thcoo im 

mtbo^ilt good ftvitb, And aololy to diotxdot ttao $31 the iroiirorflmontH patented hj tho dlotin- 

iranlco of tho rofomicro—or, If honoeWy inndc, woiohodi Senator fcont DUaoio, they oarryi but 

it ia pnircly ft oentimentnl raovcmont, without a littlo Tolno in fixy tjv. It may, indeed, bo icrns, 

pftriicio of prAotlcnl value in tho diapooal of a that in ifonorftl'theinipracticnl offoot raipiht bo>to 

fllnglo living qnofltibn. In olthor obbo, a vote throw all tbQ now Territoutico into the hando of 

givun for Mr. Boll wbold count no moro towards tho more activo and ontvrprlaing oottloro from 

any valuable reanlt in owr proeont cmorgoncy tho froo StatoS) who would bo euro to destroy 

than if It were thrown t^pray upon any ono of qq olavery by tho proooao of unfriendly Icgiolntion. 

boro present. And thus thie prcpoadomnco of freedom W'Onld 

With roapoct to tho third candidate, Wr. Dong- bo pormanontly ostabliahod. But there is ouch 
las, the same remark cannot bo applied to him. n thing ao purchasing au advantage at too dear 
Ho id diBtlnguiehod foe ono idea, which ho pro- a rate. I nnuet continue to esteem Thomaf Jof> 
poses as a sovereign renedy for every existing forson a bettor legislator than Mr. Douglas, as 
difficulty. He hno repeated it so frequently^ that well as a more comprehensive statesman. He 
there is no excuse for any of us if we do not sowed great principles, to yield their rich stores 
maotor it. Ho is for permitting people every- of wholesome fruit in all coming tiK"?* whilet 
where to do as they like about slavery, provided our contemporary scatters wheat and tares in- 
only that they have 6omo together and decided discriminately, and with perfect indifToronce 
the point under an organic act of some kind or which may grow up strongest, nijd^choke the 
other. To him thd difference is wholly immate- other. I know not how it may be.wlth others, 
■ -rial, whether they CBiablieh or prohibit slavery, but, in my hnmble judgment, Mr. Douglas's suc- 
whilst living under tii'fe jurisdiction of tho United (Jobb yroald scarcely indicate that restoration of 
States. He. would recognise their actiou in cither .the purest doctrines of the fathero which it ia the 
case with equal goodwill. I presume that he. desire of most of us to bring round, 
would, of course, follow out his doctrine to its There is, then, but a single safe way of dis- 
farther logical consequences, and entertain a sim- posing of the present question. That is, to vote 
ilar impartiality if the same community came - for the candidate of , a party which is united, and 
with polygamy, or incest, or a promiscuoua in- harmonious, and sincerely bent upon an honest 
tercouree, or p'riVate assassination, or any other and patriotic object — the restoration of the Gov- 
.institntionof that, sort likewipe incorporated into vemment to its original policy, the establiab- 
their feocial system. My objection to this doc- ment of a system of liberty and law. Elect Abra- 
trine is, that it is sadly defective in morals, and ham Lincoln, and, you will give tp the world a 
equally unsound in politics. To say that no ■ pledge that you have not lost the spirit of your 
community would ieverbe likely to do anything fathers; that you are stUl, as they were before 
eb bad, and therefore that my objection has no you, the friends of intelligent and well-regulated 
practical value, is not & good answer. For the freedom all over the globe. Philadelphia can 
history of the world will show that at one time do much towards this desirable result. She 
oranothsreachof these practices has been legal- owes it to herself, to her ancient reputation, to 
ized by some community. h er future fame, to give her helping band in this 

Hence, r am not prepared to sever the cord emergency, to determine the national policy in 

which- in my mind always indissolably connects a wise and liberal direction, and to confirm the 

igreat principles of morals with every discussion Government, instead of permitting it to fall into 
of legislation and of government. Neither am I ■ impotent hands of petty factions. I know that you 

prepared to *.hrowto tbewiuds all regard for the who are here present wil! do your duty, and so will 
fundamental doctrines of the patriots of the last' xnultitades who are not wiUiin the reach of my 

eentnry, which rested the rights of men upon voice; and Heaven, in its mercy, grant that your 

something a little lees arbitrary and capricions and their truest fiffocts in tiiia election be crown- 
than distinctiocis bf race ; which protected lib- : ed with the only ^ucceaa that we desire — the 

erty against tbe adsault of mere brute force, even prosperity and the glory of our common uounby. 
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